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'...To go and be with Christ, which would be far better...' PHILIPPIANS 1:23 
 
One of the most well-known quotes of the apostle Paul is 'for to me, to live is Christ and to die is 
gain' (Philippians 1:21 NIV). But what does it mean? Let's be honest, few of us really want to die. 
There may be moments when life seems particularly awful and dying genuinely feels like it wouldn't 
be so bad but most of the time, we're quite happy to live and go on living. 
 
So if living is Christ, what does that mean or look like? For Paul it quite simply meant that all of his 
life decisions were made "for Christ", rather than for his own benefit, and he lived as much like 
Christ as he possibly could. He did his best to love people, to live generously, to share the good news 
of God's grace with as many people as possible as often as possible despite the consequences, abuse 
and imprisonment he faced as a result. He encouraged, corrected, learned, taught, and never ever 
put himself first. Paul lived the way he did by imitating Christ, and that's precisely what we should do 
too. 
 
Copy Jesus. If you're not sure what to pray, pray as He did. If you want to see miracles, pray for the 
sick. Love people. Feed the hungry. Build relationships. Spend time with the Father. Give generously. 
Learn as much as you can and live to serve. 
 
What now? Talk to an older relative (do you call them enough, by the way?), and ask them what 
they're most proud of doing in their life. Are you ready to get stuck in and make some memories to 
be proud of, before your time passes you by? 


