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The Names of God 

 
Ps 138:2  I bow down toward your holy temple and give thanks to your name for your 
steadfast love and your faithfulness, for you have exalted above all things your name and 
your word. 

 
I   Why are the names of God important? 

A. The names of God are an expression of who He is.  As such, they are a revelation 
of His character and nature 

 Ps 8:1  O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! You 
have set your glory above the heavens. 

 Heb 6:13-18  13For when God made a promise to Abraham, since he had no 
one greater by whom to swear, he swore by himself, 14saying, “Surely I will 
bless you and multiply you.”  15And thus Abraham, having patiently waited, 
obtained the promise.  16For people swear by something greater than 
themselves, and in all their disputes an oath is final for confirmation.  17So 
when God desired to show more convincingly to the heirs of the promise the 
unchangeable character of his purpose, he guaranteed it with an oath, 18so 
that by two unchangeable things [i.e. His word and His name], in which it is 
impossible for God to lie, we who have fled for refuge might have strong 
encouragement to hold fast to the hope set before us.  

 
B. The name of God is then His reputation.   

 Is 63:14  Like livestock that go down into the valley, the Spirit of the LORD 
gave them rest. So you led your people, to make for yourself a glorious name. 

 Ps 106:8  Yet he saved them for his name's sake, that he might make known 
his mighty power. 

 Jer 14:7  Though our iniquities testify against us, act, O LORD, for your name's 
sake; for our backslidings are many; we have sinned against you. 

 
C. God will uphold the revelation He has made of His nature. 

 Is 48:9  For my name’s sake I defer my anger, for the sake of my praise I 
restrain it for you, that I may not cut you off. 

 Ps 79:9  Help us, O God of our salvation, for the glory of your name; deliver 
us, and atone for our sins, for your name’s sake! 

 Ez 20:44  And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I deal with you for my 
name’s sake, not according to your evil ways, nor according to your corrupt 
deeds, O house of Israel, declares the Lord GOD. 

 
D. We vindicate God’s revelation of Himself when we act according to His nature. 

 Ps 23:3  He restores my soul. He leads me in paths of righteousness for his 
name’s sake. 

 1Kg 8:41-43  41“Likewise, when a foreigner, who is not of your people Israel, 
comes from a far country for your name's sake 42(for they shall hear of your 
great name and your mighty hand, and of your outstretched arm), when he 
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comes and prays toward this house, 43hear in heaven your dwelling place and 
do according to all for which the foreigner calls to you, in order that all the 
peoples of the earth may know your name and fear you, as do your people 
Israel, and that they may know that this house that I have built is called by your 
name.” 

 
E. The name of God is his authority.  When we use it we are coming with His 

authority. 

 Ex 5:22-23  22Then Moses turned to the LORD and said, “O LORD, why have 
you done evil to this people? Why did you ever send me? 23For since I came to 
Pharaoh to speak in your name, he has done evil to this people, and you have 
not delivered your people at all.” 

 Ex 23:20-21  20“Behold, I send an angel before you to guard you on the way 
and to bring you to the place that I have prepared. 21Pay careful attention to 
him and obey his voice; do not rebel against him, for he will not pardon your 
transgression, for my name is in him.” 

 Dt 18:5  For the LORD your God has chosen him [Levi] out of all your tribes to 
stand and minister in the name of the LORD, him and his sons for all time. 

 Dt 18:22  when a prophet speaks in the name of the LORD, if the word does 
not come to pass or come true, that is a word that the LORD has not spoken; 
the prophet has spoken it presumptuously. You need not be afraid of him, 

 1Sam 17:45  Then David said to the Philistine, “You come to me with a sword 
and with a spear and with a javelin, but I come to you in the name of the LORD 
of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied.” 

 
F. God’s name is His presence 

 Ps 75:1  We give thanks to you, O God; we give thanks, for your name is near. 
We recount your wondrous deeds. 

 Ps 83:16  Fill their faces with shame, that they may seek your name, O LORD. 
 

G.  God’s name is a powerful instrument 

 Ps 54:1  O God, save me, by your name, and vindicate me by your might. 

 Ps 124:8  Our help is in the name of the LORD, who made heaven and earth. 
 
II  Yaweh – It’s pronunciation 

A. In Hebrew this name has four letters and so is called by scholars the 
tetragrammaton. 

B. Scholars do not agree on the pronunciation of the name. 
1. All agree that it is not pronounced Jehovah! 
2. That pronunciation was unknown until 1520 (introduced by a man named 

Galatinus). 
3. The Greek Church Fathers treated it as pronounced Yavé (ỉαβή). 
4. Other ancient Greeks affirm the name as pronounced Yaow (ỉαω) 

C. In an effort to avoid taking the name of God in vain Jews began to forbid that 
anyone should say this name.   

 Ex 20:7  You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the 
LORD will not hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain. 
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1. Use of the divine name could be punishable by death.  (Bab Talmud: 
Sanhedrin 7:5)  

 Lev 24:16  Whoever blasphemes the name of the LORD shall surely be put to 
death. All the congregation shall stone him. The sojourner as well as the 
native, when he blasphemes the Name, shall be put to death. 

2. Under the influence of this verse, Jews today mostly refer to Yahweh as Ha-
Shem (the name). 

D. As a result, they would substitute the word Adonai (Lord) or Elohim (God) for it. 
1. That this was true in Jesus’ day is shown by the fact that in the Greek 

Septuagint the word kurios is generally substituted for Yahweh. In addition, 
among the Dead Sea Scrolls, the great Isaiah scroll writes Yahweh using an 
archaic Hebrew script rather than the normal square letters.   

2. This was not so in the Temple, where the true pronunciation was preserved.  
(Bab Talmud: Sotah 7:6) 

3. The practice certainly goes back to a very ancient period.  The name Yahweh 
appears 4 times in Psalm 14 and not at all in the parallel Psalm 53. 

E. The four letters of the name represent the letters yod (Y), he (H), vav (V or 
perhaps W), and he (H).  The fact that the ancient pronunciation of the vav is 
difficult to pin down results in various proponents of the pronunciations Yahweh or 
Yahvah.  The truth is that we really just don’t know how it was pronounced. 

 
III  The significance of the name Yahweh 

A. This is the most common term used for God. 
1. It is used around 6823 times in the Old Testament  
2. By comparison, Elohim is only used 2570 times 

B. The origin of the name is shrouded in mystery. 
1. The root appears to come from the Hebrew verb to be.  This is certainly the 

way Moses understood it (Ex 3:14). 
2. It may represent an ancient understanding of eternal or timelessness. 

 Gen 21:33  Abraham planted a tamarisk tree in Beersheba and called there 
on the name of the LORD, the Everlasting God. 

C. The real revelation of God as Yahweh comes with Moses. 
1. When God first speaks to Moses He does so by using the name Elohim.   

 Ex 3:6  And he said, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was 
afraid to look at God. 

2. Later, He reveals not only the name Yahweh, but the understanding of this 
name that Moses was to give to the children of Israel. 

 Ex 3:13-15  13Then Moses said to God, “If I come to the people of Israel 
and say to them, 'The God of your fathers has sent me to you,' and they 
ask me, 'What is his name?' what shall I say to them?”  14God said to 
Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” And he said, “Say this to the people of Israel, ‘I 
AM has sent me to you.’”  15God also said to Moses, “Say this to the people 
of Israel, ‘The LORD, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.’ This is my name 
forever, and thus I am to be remembered throughout all generations 

3. The name Yahweh is used in Genesis (the first time is Gen 2:4), and men, 
even before the great flood worshiped Him by this name. 
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 Gen 4:26  To Seth also a son was born, and he called his name Enosh. At 
that time people began to call upon the name of the LORD 

4. Abraham also worshiped God as Yahweh. 

 Gen 12:7-8  7Then the LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To your 
offspring I will give this land.” So he built there an altar to the LORD, who 
had appeared to him. 8From there he moved to the hill country on the east 
of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. 
And there he built an altar to the LORD and called upon the name of the 
LORD. 

5. Yet, God reveals something greater to Moses – a covenant relationship. 

 Ex 6:2-8  2God spoke to Moses and said to him, “I am the LORD. 3I 
appeared to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, as God Almighty [Gen 17.1], 
but by my name the LORD I did not make myself known to them. 4I also 
established my covenant with them to give them the land of Canaan, the 
land in which they lived as sojourners. 5Moreover, I have heard the 
groaning of the people of Israel whom the Egyptians hold as slaves, and I 
have remembered my covenant. 6Say therefore to the people of Israel, ‘I 
am the LORD, and I will bring you out from under the burdens of the 
Egyptians, and I will deliver you from slavery to them, and I will redeem you 
with an outstretched arm and with great acts of judgment. 7I will take you to 
be my people, and I will be your God, and you shall know that I am the 
LORD your God, who has brought you out from under the burdens of the 
Egyptians. 8I will bring you into the land that I swore to give to Abraham, to 
Isaac, and to Jacob. I will give it to you for a possession. I am the LORD.’” 

 Dt 6:4-5  4“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 5You shall 
love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with 
all your might.” 

 
 
 

 


