
Prayer 
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Have you ever noticed that every time a significant event happens you keep seeing something on the 

trending column on Twitter with the word #prayer? 

What is it about this word that is so popular? How come so many people use it when responding to 

incidents or tragedies? 

 

I don’t know about you, but I have noticed that there is a lot of social media relevance to prayers. It is 

becoming a social media fad. Have you noticed that it is becoming the automated response to anything 

that you have a concern or need for? My friend posted something on Facebook about the Boston 

Bombings, saying they couldn’t believe the tragic events that had unfolded, and as I glanced at the 

comments that followed it was interesting to see that the words ‘prayers’ or ‘praying’ were mentioned 

more times than any other word out of a feed which was 15 comments long. 

 

It made me ask the question that usually comes into my ever skeptical mind; do they REALLY understand 

what they are saying? Do that many people actually believe that they can talk to God? That He is even 

listening? Or that through prayer and praying, they are ascribing to faith? I’m not convinced, and this got 

me thinking more about the phrase faithful prayer. 

 

You could argue that society is more opposed to God and Christianity than it ever has been, and yet 

when things go wrong, I mean, when things REALLY go wrong, they suddenly forget all of their ideas, fall 

to their knees are talking to God? I’m sorry, but I am just not sold to this idea. 

 

There is a significant recognition that people care, I honestly think there is a genuine compassion that all 

people, regardless of faith have for the suffering and pain of fellow human beings. That, in itself is one of 

the brightest things to come out of any tragedy; the unification, compassion and love for those who are 

going through suffering and loss, and a simplistic yet beautiful response for those who are going through 

tough times. 

 

As a Christian, it can be very frustrating and also very encouraging to see so many people using faithful 

prayer to communicate with others. Encouraging because people are recognizing that the word 

represents love and compassion, where an individual dedicates a moment in their busy life to express 

concern for someone other than themselves, taking the time to consider the circumstances of those 

around them, and focusing less on taking pictures of the meal they just ate and posting it on Instagram 

(yes, I have done this too!). 

 

With the challenge in front of me, I then found myself with 3 options: 

1. I moan at people for using a word that they may not fully understand. 

2. I praise people for using a word that they may not fully understand. 

3. I try to explain what it means to pray and hope someone grows in their own understanding. 

 

I think everyone will be happy to know I chose 3. 


