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Relationship With God 

By Nanine Struwig 

 

God is a relational God. He is not someone who is far of or removed from the world that he has 

created. Part of his character is to sustain everything that he created, which means that he is 

constantly involved in and through everything. The fact that we are breathing and exist is because he 

is sustaining us. In genesis 3 the fall of man came and there was a separation between man and God. 

Ever since then God in his mercy and grace started redemptive history. Jesus then came and he died 

on the cross for our sins, so that we can be reconciled with the Father. Rom 5:18 Yes, Adam’s one 

sin brings condemnation to everyone, but Christ’s one act of righteousness brings a right 

relationship with God and a new life for everyone. Understand the depth of this…there is much 

more to the cross than the rhyme we have been taught in church. It is the very thing that our faith is 

based on – that Jesus came and died for our sins and that he was resurrected and is alive today. 

 

After understanding this, God wants to be in relationship with us, one can ask what does this 

relationship look like? 

1. Jesus says in John 10:27 “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me.” 
Jesus wants us to have an intimate relationship with him where we can come to him and speak 
to him. Jesus is alive, he is not dead or absent. He is the only way to the Father, there is no other 
way. Thus not only Jesus but the Father seeks to have intimate relationship with us. The Father 
should not be understood in the light of our experience with our own fathers. They have 
disappointed us in many ways and even if you had a good father, he is still not perfect. Our 
Father in heaven loves us, he is perfect in every way. He cares for us and is willing to go to great 
extent to meet us. I want to encourage you to seek the Father, get to know him for who you 
really is. It has changed my life in such a drastic way. Ask Him to reveal his heart to you, and 
allow it to change your heart. In this same verse it also says “my sheep follow me” which will 
lead to my next point. 
 

2. John 14:15  "If you love me, you will keep my commandments.” Being in a relationship with 
God entails us to follow him and obey him. Mat 11:30 “For my yoke is easy, and my burden is 
light." Keeping his commandments is not a burden and it is not difficult, He is the one who 
sanctifies us. That means that he is the one that changes us to look more like him, on our own 
there is no way that we can change because we have a sinful nature. He makes us holy. What is 
required of us is to submit to him and face the things that he puts before us. We also do not do 
works to in anyway try to impress God, but we obey him and do his works because we love him. 
The motivation of our hearts is what makes the difference. The only thing that moves God is the 
conditions of our hearts. When we accept Jesus into our lives we make him our Lord and 
Saviour. To call him Saviour means that he is the one that provides salvation for my soul and 
without him it will be condemned. To call him Lord means that you have given your whole life to 
him to govern and rule over, you in other words sacrifice your whole life to him. This makes God 
look like and ego – centric but He is not, he is the God of love which means that he eternally 
gives himself to others. This is the motivation of everything that he does – LOVE. 

 

3. Rom 8:28 And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for 
those who are called according to his purpose. There are times when life gets tough, whether 
we are Christians or not, every day there is something we need to face. When we accept Christ 
into our lives and we start walking with him, the process of sanctification starts. This at times is 
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very hard because God needs to cleanse us from our sins, renew us and heal us. Jesus loves us to 
much to leave us where we are when he saves us. He also promises to heal our brokenness; 
there will be times when God will push on something in your heart that is very painful and 
difficult to face. Our natural reaction to this will be to suppress it and move on. This is not what 
God wants from us, he wants us to face these things and work through them so we can be 
healed and restored.  As hard as things get he promised us that he will never leave nor forsake 
us, he promised that freedom and healing will come but it is our responsibility to submit to him 
and trust him to do what he wants with us knowing that his heart is to make all things work 
together for our good. Life has made our hearts hard, we are taught not to cry but to suck it up 
and move on. God has so much grace for us, I could never cry after God got hold of me I can’t 
stop crying. It is not humiliating or degrading but it is a gift. It is a gift to be able to let go of the 
anguish of my heart instead of living in it every day. Never allow pride to steal from you. 
Freedom comes in letting go of yourself. 
 

4. John 15:13 “ Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends.” 
Jesus gave everything for us, our relationship with him is dependent on this. He is the one who 
leads our relationship with him. He is our teacher and the Holy Spirit our counsellor. Since he is 
the one that desires an intimate, honest relationship with us, he will also be the one who 
teaches us daily how we should walk in a relationship with him. A relationship is a two way 
thing, where God is the stronger party between the two in this case. This should encourage us 
that even if we make mistakes along the way that he will pick us up again and teach us the 
lessons that we need to learn to continue. We are not perfect, we will fail, but that does not 
matter to him, what matters is that we stand up and earnestly seek guidance in our lives Prov 
24:16  for the righteous falls seven times and rises again, but the wicked stumble in times of 
calamity. God is gracious in forgiving us, Jesus is into relationship not religion. Don’t get stuck on 
legalistic bounds that you either put on yourself or that someone puts on you but rather run the 
race and when you fall get up dust yourself of and continue to run in faith. 

 

 

5. 1 Cor 2:10b …For the Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God.  God knows 
everything that is in us, he has woven us and he is the one that holds us together. There is 
nothing that we can hide from him. He knows what is in the inner most hidden places of our 
hearts. This might seem like a bad thing but on the contrary it is liberating to have this 
knowledge because now we can come to God in prayer and we can be honest with him. God 
wants us and requires us to brutally honest with him. If we pray: “Jesus you know what’s in my 
heart...” I can imagine God replying to that: “Yes I know, do you know?” We are to take 
responsibility for our actions and for our thoughts. Even though he is the one who sanctifies us, 
we are still accountable for our actions and thoughts and should repent of them if they are 
contrary to the character of God.  Jesus is not into religion, he is not into our fake, manipulating 
prayers. He is real and we should also be real. Having a conversation with Jesus should not look 
any different from your conversation with your best friend. We cannot hide from him, we 
cannot justify ourselves to him. He knows how bad we are and how dark our hearts are. The 
beauty is he still wants us. The question is why would he want us? Because he is love, not love 
that we as humans know but love that is true, pure and real. He desires for us to share in this 
love. 

 

I realize that it is hard for us to understand the way of God because He is not like us at all. He doesn’t 
think like us and he surely does not act like us. To say that God speaks to us today is hard to 
understand because we have no frame of reference to fall back on. Just because we as finite beings 
cannot comprehend God who is an infinite being, does not mean that God is in anyway limited by us 
or our understanding. Scripture clearly teaches us that this amazing holy God wants to be in 
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relationship with sinful people. Isn’t it amazing that He would leave his throne to die for us so that 
we can be reconciled with the Father and live everyday as new creations with heavenly positions, 
not because of anything we did but because of who he is? For if it was based on works anyone can 
boast, but it is based on grace and the power of God so He can be glorified. I was repenting the other 
day, praying “Jesus forgive me that my heart has displeased you” and I heard Him answer “You 
assume you can do something to please me.” We are inherently bad, all of us fall short of the glory 
of God. Nothing we do can impress God, it is only because of his grace that we are saved and that we 
can be made holy.  
 

God does speak to us today, Jesus promised to send us the Holy Spirit. John 14:26 “But the Helper, 
the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to 
your remembrance all that I have said to you.”  
God can speak to us in many different ways through… 

a) Dreams  
b) Visions  
c) scripture 

d) nature 

e) other people 

The Holy Spirit can choose any which way that he wants to speak. He is the still small voice in your 
head reminding you of the things Jesus taught and the moral law that you need to obey. 
 

God desires a real relationship with us, we can have this through faith and will grow as we continue 
our Christian walk, were we will learn more about who God is and who we are in light of his 
character and where he will sanctify us and we will die to sin and to ourselves. Understand that this 
is a process, God can do miracles as he has done in my life by freeing me in one moment from drug 
and alcohol addiction. From that moment God has not left me and he has being walking a road of 
restoration and healing with me. Addiction is merely the fruit of an inward struggle, an inward war 
that we can never win on our own. We need Jesus, when we are weak he is strong. Victory comes 
only through the blood of the Lamb that was slain. 
 

Freedom is yours to have, it is a gift that we receive in faith. Gal 5:1 Christ has set us free! This 
means we are really free. Now hold on to your freedom and don't ever become slaves of the Law 
again. Gal 5:13 My friends, you were chosen to be free. So don't use your freedom as an excuse to 
do anything you want. Use it as an opportunity to serve each other with love.  Our freedom in 
Christ does not give us the right to continue in our sin, but rather that we should earnestly seek him 
in all that we do, that y walking closer to him we will leave sin behind and grow to maturity. Out of 
our relationship with him will flow love for others, learning that Christ loves us and that we can love 
him back will automatically enable us to love one another. 
 It is a journey we take every day sharing our lives with the one who created us and sustains us. This 
journey will continue until the day Christ comes again, and even in heaven we will behold him for 
the rest of eternity for who he truly is.  I conclude with this Col 2:10 And you are complete in him, 
who is the head of all rule and authority. In him there is nothing that we lack, but we become 
exactly who we were made to be in him. We are complete in him. 


